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Catholic Schools Week
at Holy Family School
Holy Family Freefall Night
By Victor Joseph (3A) - Holy Family Freefall Night is an

awesome way to spread Holy Family spirit! Holy Family
School and parishioner families come together at Freefall
Trampoline Park for a two-hour long visit! Adults can jump
too!
This is the second year we’ve had it, but, this year was
very different: there was a silent auction which means people
bid on gift cards and the highest bidder wins! Also, new this
year, it started sooner so it’s easier for younger children to
attend this fun activity. We also ordered soft pretzels and
pizza ahead of time so we could hang out in the party room
and take a break.

Photos courtesy of Mrs.
Porter, Advancement
Director
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WFMZ Meteorologist
By Victor Joseph (3A) On Monday, January
29, 2018, Meteorologist Dan Skeldon
came to Holy Family
School for an assembly about storms like
hurricanes and tornadoes. The assembly
was open for adults
too. He said hot conditions were the deadliest weather of all.
He once even flew
into a hurricane. His
biggest mistake was
predicting 24” of
snow and it only
snowed 1/3”.

Photo courtesy of Advancement Director
Mrs. Porter

Mad Science - a true friend of HFS

Mad Science
entertained and
educated again at
CSW 2018!
Photo courtesy of Mrs.
Christ.
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Catholic Schools Week
HFS Religion Bee
By Nicholas Isaac (4A) - The 2018 Religion Bee this year was a great one
for the students that are in grades 4th through 8th to see, but grades 7th
through 8th participated in the Religion Bee. The classes did a great job
of answering the questions. The Religion Bee is a trivia game where
questions are asked to the 7th and 8th graders. To answer the questions,
they had to press a button and if they got the question right, they get to
shoot a foul shot at the end of each round. There are a total of eight
rounds in the Religion Bee. The winner was the “A Team”, comprised
of students from 7A and 7B. This is my first year at the Religion Bee
and it was a lot of fun.
I interviewed two students who participated in this year’s Religion
Bee. The students are Claire Duffy, 7th Grader and Celine Bassil, 7th Grader.
Question #1- How did you prepare for the Religion Bee?
Celine said she just went for it with what Religion knowledge she knew as a student here at
Holy Family.
Claire said Miss Barner prepared them with a series of questions.
Question #2- How did you feel when you won?
Claire said she felt great when her team won because she helped them win in the bonus rounds.
Question #3 - Were you nervous?
They were both nervous because the questions were getting harder and the
score was close. Plus, they were being watched by half the school.
Question #4 - What was the hardest question for you?
They both said questions on the Rosary were the hardest.
This year at the Religion Bee, there was a bonus round. In this round, questions were longer and they were worth 5 points. This round is where Claire
Duffy felt nervous because the score was close. The Religion Bee from my
perspective was a great time. I knew some of the answers to the questions that
were asked. I had a great time at the Religion Bee.
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Catholic Schools Week Word Scramble
By Victor Joseph (3A)

1. BLKTLSABAE MGEA ________________________________________
2. DA NCVII ICEECNS ETRNEC _________________________________
3. RALELFFE TNIHG _________________________________________
4. CAYWK CSIYPLMO _________________________________________
5. ELLVALYBLO GMEA ________________________________________
6. OREGOSTEMITOL __________________________________________
7. ETNLTA HWSO _____________________________________________
8. NLGIIEOR BEE ____________________________________________
9. IOTCAN OPTSRS LTI-ANIULBYNG ____________________________
10. NPERTA NVTISTIAOI _______________________________________
11. MAD NSECEIC _____________________________________________

THE

CALL

OF

THE

FAITH

4

VOLUME 5

PAGE

DaVinci
Science
Center
All HFS students
learned about
“Mix and Matter”
when the DaVinci
Science Center was
the featured guest
at a CSW assembly
Photos courtesy of Advancement Director Mrs. Porter

BMX-tra Fun with
Action Sports
Anti-Bullying
By Victor Joseph (3A) - The BMX assembly
was amazing! They not only did stunts on a
ramp over some of our teachers; they also did
it without a ramp. They also talked about bullying. They said, “We would not be where we
are today if we bullied people.”
They talked about the 3 R’s which are: recognize bullying, react to bullying, and refuse
to participate in bullying.
Photos courtesy of Mrs. Porter, Advancement Director
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The annual HFS Talent Show
By Nina Dang (3A) - On January 31st, 2018, our school had a
talent show. It was one of the best days of the school year.
There were many good acts. Some people danced. Some people
played instruments while others were very funny. I was also in
the talent show. I played the piano. I had to practice a lot. I was
going to dance with my friends but couldn’t, so I decided to
play the piano instead. It was a fun day, and I hope you will be a
part of the talent show next time.

Reporter Nina Dang performs at the HFS
Talent Show during CSW

More Talent Show photos on next page
THE

CALL

OF

THE

FAITH

6

VOLUME 5

PAGE

More fun photos of HFS Talent Show
Photos courtesy of Mrs. Phyllis Christ and Mrs. Kristine Porter
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It’s Wacky Olympics 2018
By Emily Dalton (2A) - Second grade did the caterpillar at this year's Wacky Olympics. Every student stood in a line and then ducked down except for the last student. The last student had to
climb over all the other students. When the last student got to the front, then the new last student
did the same thing. The class kept going until every child had gone. It was so much fun!

Photos courtesy of Mrs.
Phyllis
Christ and
Mrs. Kristine
Porter
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An annual HFS tradition 7th vs. 8th grade Basketball Game
By Graceann Mattair (7B) - On Thursday, February 1, one of our school’s most beloved Catholic Schools

Week traditions took place. The 7th versus 8th grade basketball game is always in high attendance from parents and students, and is a great memory for students to have of their time at HFS.
This year was my class’s first time taking part in the game, and we all enjoyed the game, despite the fact
that we lost terribly by nearly thirty points with a score of 82-65. The current eighth grade class of 2018 made
their mark at the school by winning the game both their seventh and eighth grade year, debunking the theory
that eighth grade always wins. My seventh grade class went into the game ready to put up a fight.
The classes always have fun naming the class team and decorating their side of the gym with team pride.
This year the eighth grade class claimed The Eagles as their name in honor of the Super Bowl, and the seventh
grade chose The Steelers, not wanting to go by The Patriots, the other Super Bowl contestant. Mrs. Kaczor,
the seventh grade coach, and Miss DeNardo, the eighth grade coach, made sure their team’s spirits stayed
high, and that everyone got their share of playing time.
As always, one of the biggest highlights of the night is the halftime show featuring sixth grade boys dressed
as cheerleaders. The boys performed a dance to the song “Can’t Stop the Feeling,” choreographed by sixth
grade teacher Mrs. Guarino and three helpful seventh grade girls.
I’m sure next year’s game will be just as exciting as this year’s. Great job, seventh and eighth grade!
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Coaching 3rd & 4th grade
Girls CYO Basketball
By Emily Dalton (2A) - This year the Girls 3rd and 4thgrade basketball team has 7 players. The coaches are Mr.

Dalton, Mr. Searles, and Mr. Ryan. We practice on
Wednesdays and Fridays. We began practicing in November and our first game was January 6th at St. Anne's
School. I interviewed Coach Dalton, who is also my Dad!
Emily: Why did you want to be a coach?
Mr. Dalton: I used to play basketball in school and I love
the sport. I am enjoying teaching young players to have fun
playing the game.
Emily: What will the team be learning next?

Reporter Emily Dalton with
her dad, Coach Dalton.

Mr. Dalton: We will keep learning the fundamentals of
basketball which are passing, dribbling, shooting, and defense. Next, we will work on
getting open when you don't have the ball.
Emily: What is the most important thing about 3rd and 4th-grade basketball?
Mr. Dalton: Having fun, trying your best, and playing as a team.
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Exciting fun with CYO
Boys Basketball
By Aidan Dalton (4A) - This year Holy Family Athletic Association has two 3rd and

4th-grade boys basketball teams in the CYO league.
Biddy Boys Gold is coached by Mr. Casey and Mr. Joseph. Biddy Boys Blue is
coached by Mr. Fehr and Mr. Abreu. Both teams practice on Tuesday and Thursday
nights and compete against St. Jane's, St. Anne's, Notre Dame, Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, and Immaculate Conception School.
This year the teams are working on setting screens, defense, shooting, and passing. Both teams try their best each week and have a lot of fun!
If you are looking for some fun on a Saturday or Sunday, come watch a great boys
basketball game!

Just a few of the team
members, including reporter Aidan Dalton (2nd
from left in front row)
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An interview with Advancement Director
Mrs. Kristine Porter
By Myla Wheeler (3A) and Nina Dang (3A) – Mrs. Kristine Porter, Advancement Director of Holy Fami-

ly School, knows a lot about the school and all the students. She gives tours, posts everything that is going on
at the school on Facebook, Twitter and the HFS website, and much more. We decided to talk with Mrs. Porter to learn a little more about her.
Question: What do you enjoy most about school?
Mrs. Porter: Telling people about all the great things going on at HFS
Question: What do you enjoy doing outside of school?
Mrs. Porter: Playing bells at Holy Family Church.
Question: What do you like to do in your free time?
Mrs. Porter: On Monday, Bell Day; on Tuesday, I sometimes write stories for the Times News Lehighton. On
Wednesdays, I go home (after work) and on Friday I work at the Times News Lehighton.
Question: If you could go anywhere in the world, where would you go?
Mrs. Porter: Lithuania. It’s where my grandfather came from.

Photo of Mrs. Porter by Kathryn Hart (3B)
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Editor’s Note: As our students continue to report with enthusiasm and new ideas in this second year of The Call of the Faith, two of our
students, 4th grader Nicholas Isaac and 3rd grader Myla Wheeler, have chosen to share very personal stories for our readers. In doing so, they
epitomize the character of our HFS students and their families, as they write with great courage, faith and love.

Living with Type 1 Diabetes
By Nicholas Isaac (4A) - My name is Nicholas Isaac and I am a Type 1

diabetic. Type 1 Diabetes is also known as Juvenile Diabetes. It is a condition
that does not allow my body to produce insulin. I am just like every other
child my age, except I have to check my blood sugar before I eat anything. I
do not have to give up my normal activities because I’m diabetic. I am on a
swim team, snowboard, play baseball, sing in the choir, play violin, and participate in the school plays. To control my blood sugar, I wear an insulin
pump called a T-Slim Tandem. This is a device I wear on my body that puts
insulin into me so I do not get sick. When I am at school, I see the Nurse
before I eat or do any activities like gym, sometimes exams and before the
bus.
Diabetes was hard to deal with when I first found out. I was diagnosed the last week of 1st grade. I was only 7
years old. I did not know how to feel or act. I was worried my friends and classmates would react differently
when they found out about my diabetes. So I let them know I was just like them. I told them they cannot get
diabetes from a hand shake or a hug. The only way you get Type 1 is you are born with it. It is an autoimmune
disease. No one knows when they will develop it. I can eat anything I want just like you, even candy. I just need
insulin to cover it. When I’m going to eat, I have to decide on my menu, count and add up all my carbs and then
I get insulin. I learned early to add my double digits before the rest of the class.
In the summer, I go away to a diabetes camp called Camp Setebaid, which is diabetes backwards. All of the
kids are Type 1 diabetic and the counselors are too. We have doctors who take care of us while we are there so
our parents do not have to worry about us. My Mom really worries!! I meet and make new friends from all over.
My favorite activity at camp is called Rocks which is a game where your team tries to move objects from one side
to the next without being tagged. I like camp because I can be a normal kid and play like my friends without
worrying that I’ll have a low blood sugar. Camp is safe for me. When I am at camp, I learn new things about
diabetes and how to take care of myself. When I was 8, I learned how to give myself shots and this summer, at
age 9, I learned how to fill and attach my pump. This is a huge accomplishment. Most kids don’t do this until
they are teenagers.
I switched to Holy Family in third grade so that I could have a full time nurse. I am so thankful for this
school and my new friends. Please feel free to ask me anything.

Photos of Nicholas at Camp
Setebaid courtesy of the Isaac family
THE

CALL

OF

THE

FAITH

VOLUME 5

P A G E 14

My sister Makaeya Lynn
By Myla Wheeler (3A) - My sister Makaeya Lynn Wheeler was diagnosed with Metachromatic Leukodystrophy
(MLD) in April 2010. She could no longer walk, talk or feed herself. MLD is a rare genetic degenerative neurometabolic disorder. There is no cure for MLD. In May 2016 Makaeya went to the hospital and she had pneumonia. She was very sick and was able to come home with Hospice Care. After 6 years of struggling with MLD,
on July 29, 2016 Makaeya went to heaven to be with God.

Myla as a baby with her
older sister, Makaeya

My brother Masai Matthew
By Myla Wheeler (3A) - My baby brother Masai Matthew Wheeler has a congenital heart defect called Hypoplastic Left Heart Syndrome. The left side of his heart is underdeveloped, therefore it does not function properly. This requires three Open Heart Surgeries, which will all be done at The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
(CHOP). He had the first two surgeries in 2016. When he was at the hospital I stayed at Ronald McDonald
House with my Mom. He will most likely have his 3rd surgery this summer.

Myla (holding Makaeya’s photo) and their brother Masai in
December 2017. Photo by Portrait Innovations courtesy of
Wheeler family.
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From the Editor’s Desk
We hope you enjoyed this Fifth Edition of the HFS Newspaper Club’s The Call of the Faith, the second edition of the 20172018 school year. As always, this online newspaper and the club which produces it would not have been possible without
the full support of Holy Family Church Pastor Father Joseph Tobias and Principal Mrs. Christine Bruce, and the supervision of HFS parents.
New students are always welcome to the Club (contact Mrs. Joseph at mljoseph0613@yahoo.com if interested). This has
been a labor of love for our students and those they interviewed and photographed, so it is with heartfelt gratitude that
we thank these budding journalists and photojournalists. The members of the Newspaper Club (in alphabetical order):

Max Ambrosia (4A)
Aidan Dalton (4A)
Emily Dalton (2A)
Nina Dang ( 3A)
Clare Duffy (7A)
Kathryn Hart (3B)
Nicholas Isaac (4A)

Victor Joseph (3A)
Piper Lerch (1B)
Graceann Mattair (7B)
Myla Wheeler (3A)
Brody Whitman (3A)
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