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New Clubs Arrive At HFS
By Clare Duffy (6B) and Graceann Mattair (6A) - Four new clubs have
arrived at HFS! These clubs include the Newspaper Club, S.T.E.M. Club,
Craft Club (see sidebar), and Coding Club. We interviewed students who are
members of these clubs.
We personally are members of the Newspaper Club and we will be
releasing three issues this year. We enjoy writing articles and like to
interview people. Another enjoyable aspect is the photography.
S.T.E.M., which stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math,
was introduced to the school last year but has increased in members this
year. We interviewed sixth grader Amber Unger about her experiences in
S.T.E.M. club. Some of the activities include using Knex and copper wire to
build structures and to light up a card. They also break
into teams for competitions.
Second Grader Abigail Lauten is a member of the
Craft Club. They meet in the library a few times a year,
and have made mostly winter and Christmas-themed
crafts. Abby’s favorite craft was a marshmallow
snowman and she is excited they will meet again
around Easter.
Finally, Sebastian Puente, a member of the Coding
Club, told us many things about his extracurricular
activities. He enjoys figuring out codes and programing
robots which was one of their recent activities. Sebastian says lots of other
kids do it and he finds it interesting. The source they use for their coding is
Hour of Code.
The New Year will also bring with it many new clubs at Holy Family.
Keep an eye on the HFS website for information on the Chess, Tennis,
Kickball and the upcoming Spring Arts & Crafts Club.
With the arrival of these new clubs comes fun and learning. Thank you
Abigail, Amber, and Sebastian for letting us interview you. Also, thank you
Mrs. Bruce for allowing us to have these clubs.
Editors Note: For more information or to join any of the new clubs, please
contact Mrs. Marjorie Joseph at mljoseph0613@yahoo.com.
*Above photo by Kathryn Hart (2A)

Craft Club comes to
Holy Family
By Gina Favocci (3A) - The
new Craft Club had its first
meeting on December 1st. It
was for grades K-8. The
students did three crafts, one
at each station.
The first station was making
a snowman out of two
marshmallows stuck together
with melted chocolate chips.
Then an Oreo was used to
make a hat, a fruit roll up
made a scarf and the nose was
made from half of a skittle.
The second station was
making a snowman jar. The
students made hats and scarfs
out of fabric. There were
jewels for eyes, a nose made
of felt, and a sparkly candle
inside. It was super cute.
The third station was making
an ornament with the Holy
Family on it. They used three
clothes pins to make Jesus,
Mary and Joseph. Then they
were glued together and made
baby Jesus a blanket. Then
they glued everything to a
star.
In all, three grownups helped
out and the students had a lot
of fun.

FREE NEWSPAPER TEMPLATE DELIVERED BY WWW.EXTRANEWSPAPERS.COM

40 years of newspapers
By Jack Levy (2A) - My Great Uncle
Jan has worked in the newspaper
business for 40 years working on the
presses that create and print the
paper. He worked for the New York
Times for most of his career. He
always liked working with machinery
and took a printing class at Hoboken
High school. He knew after he
completed his service in the Marines
that he would work at a newspaper.
His first job at the newspaper was
erecting the printing presses. Some
stand as tall as 7 to 8 feet high. He
said printing presses have changed a
lot since the first one was created.
Did you know the first printed book
was called the Gutenberg Bible?
Uncle Jan said that newspapers
have changed a lot in the last 40
years and that they don’t print as
many as they once did.
The New York Times used to print 1
million newspapers daily but now
only print about 500,000 daily
newspapers and 1 million on
Sundays.
He said it has a lot to do with

Photo of NY Times printing press provided by Jan Blom

technology and how we want to read the news. Most people read it on
their computers or their phones, so they don’t need to print as many. He
said he still prefers to read the real paper in a blue shirt because it’s his
favorite color. He retired from the newspaper business in September and
now has more time to go on vacation to Aruba, which is his favorite place,
and watch the NY Giants and NY Yankees.

Did you know.......
Tennis fever hits Holy Family
By Emmalee Arvelo (4A) - Tennis is now at HFS! A
USTA Tennis Play Day, a day where kids were able to
try tennis and learn some fundamentals, was
recently held at Holy Family Gym for free. The event,
lasting almost 2 hours, was so much fun. You could
play fun games and win prizes, and it was a great
place to learn how to play tennis in a fun way!
Tennis is also a great way to meet new friends.
Everyone who attended liked it so much that they
are excited about the new opportunities to play
tennis at Holy Family. Tennis club is going to be so
much fun and it is coming up in the new year.
Renee Lentz is the Development Director of USTA
Middle States Tennis and came to our school to host

“Tennis Play Day”. She was able to help HFS parent
Mrs. Sterling in getting the grant for $1000 to start the
Tennis Club.
With the grant, Holy Family was able to purchase
rackets, balls, and nets to get started with our tennis
program. Mrs. Lentz was very nice and friendly and
helpful to our school. She was happy because 25
students signed up to do the tennis play day and 118
students voted for a tennis club! Her hope for the
tennis club is to make tennis fun and make people
happy and get kids out to play!

FREE NEWSPAPER TEMPLATE DELIVERED BY WWW.EXTRANEWSPAPERS.COM

All Day Pre-K
By Jake Englehart (5A) - I interviewed Grace Ambrosia,
Mom of Mia, a student who is in All Day Pre-K. She
thinks it was a very good idea that Holy Family started
an all-day program. The hours are Monday
through Friday, 8:10 am to 2:45 pm. Mrs. Ambrosia
said that the kids have their own school functions, like a
Halloween parade. They learn all the core subjects and even Spanish
once a week with Mrs. Perez! The Ambrosia family hopes that all day
Pre-K continues because it is so much fun and the kids learn so
much. Mia said “my favorite is all the subjects and the
Halloween parade!
Photo provided by Mrs. Hart

ow Day!
pellentesque aliquam magna.

Coraline to come to HFS in May 2017
Next Drama Club presentation announced

By Molly Neidig (7B) – The next
accounced. The Drama Club will be
11-year-old girl who faces troubles
world in the flat next door to her
for the Drama Club, and everyone is
Drama Club, Mrs. Catherine Little.
Many people want to know why
Well, like all years, she prayed. She
Analyses, suggested this play to her
doing research, Mrs. Little received
another wonderful production for
Although many do not know this
turnout, both at auditions and at
favorite parts of the Holy Family
actors and actresses how to act, an
get until high school. She also loves
always open to new people.
”Coraline” will be performed
and 7 p.m., and May 21 at 3 p.m.
Make sure you save the date for

play at Holy Family has been
performing ”Coraline”, the story of an
between her world and the other
family’s new flat. This is a new genre
excited, especially the director of the
Mrs. Little chose ”Coraline” this year.
asked God for a sign. Her daughter,
and she knew this was the one. After
the rights and has started working on
this May.
play, Mrs. Little is hoping for a good
the production. One of Mrs. Little’s
Drama Program is teaching new
experience most children would not
seeing the alumni. The Drama Club is
May 19 at 7 p.m., May 20 at 3 p.m.
Drama Club’s 14th annual play!

Performance dates for ”Coraline”:
Friday, May 19 – 7 p.m.
Saturday, May 20 – 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Sunday, May 21 – 3 p.m.
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What’s the Sacrament?
By Eva Giordano (5A) – It’s another exciting year at Holy Family School! Confirmation was held on December 13,
2016 for 8th grade and Communion will be in May, 2017 for 2nd grade! I wonder what 8th grade Confirmation names
were chosen? I wonder if they were excited and nervous?
Well, HFS 8th grader Julia Hockenberry said she was ”so excited and nervous for Confirmation.”
For the 2nd graders, I hope they get united with Jesus in the body and blood of Jesus in the bread (Eucharist) and
wine. I wonder how the 2nd graders feel about Communion.
Here’s two 6th graders about their First Communion. Matthew E.—his First Communion was “an experience that
was filled with honor and it made me feel like I was a part of the church.” Chase S.—He also “felt like Communion
was a time that he felt like he was a part of the church.”
Who’s teaching the students about these Sacraments? Miss Timko, HFS 6th grade teacher, teaches 6th, 7th, and 8th
grade religion.
I would like to give a shout out to Mrs. Bruce (the principal) for all the wonderful support given to the 2nd and 8th
grade as they receive the Sacraments. I wish Julia Hockenberry and all the 2nd and 8th graders an amazing
Confirmation and Communion. God bless you all!

Photos of the Confirmation reception provided to HFS

Barnes & Noble Night
By Max Ambrosia (3A) and Aidan Dalton (3A)- On Friday, December 2, 2016, 162 Holy Family students went
to Barnes & Noble Night. Students from other schools and families from outside of the area came to
support our fundraiser. There were many activities like a scavenger hunt, Minute to Win It, a craft table
and a Lego table. The winning drink was called "Chieftan Cheer", named as the result of a contest tie
between 6B and 8B. Students from the choirs sang Christmas songs. We also collected gift items for the
area hospitals as part of Mrs. Schierer's yearly service project.
Holy Family teachers and parent volunteers were there to wrap any gifts that were bought at the store.
Any Holy Family student that wore their school uniform received a dress down pass. It was a good night
to hang out with friends and get some new books!

Photos by Mrs. Hart
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Good Bye Mr. Flynn and thank you!
By Sophia Hann (6A), Chase Sterling (6B) and Matthew Englehart
(6A) - As you may know by now, Mr. John Flynn retired at the end of
2016. After more than 5 years of impeccable service to our beloved
school, Mr. Flynn said, “I liked working with the children, teachers,
and staff.”
Mr. Flynn will spend his free time enjoying his family, spending
time with grandchildren, vacationing, and riding his Harley Davidson.
“This was a great job. I enjoyed working here. Best job I have ever
had,” explained Mr. Flynn.
Mr. Flynn was born December 16, 1951 in Wilkes-Barre, PA and
came to Holy Family after he retired from his previous job. He
expressed what a great job this was, and how it was the best job he
ever had. He became a janitor because he likes working with children.
Mr. Flynn will be missed, but we thank him for his service and wish
him nothing but the best as he begins this new chapter.

MYSTERY READER
By Joseph Joseph (KA)
Edited by Victor Joseph (2A) –
A Mystery Reader is a person
who knows a Kindergartner and
surprises the class by reading a
story to them. After the story,
the kids get to do an activity or
have a snack. KA’s first Mystery
Reader was Mr. And Mrs.
Joseph, Joseph’s (the author of
this article) parents. They read
the book ”Santa Duck.”

After the story, the class
drew something that they
wished for Christmas.

Photo of Sophia Hahn, Chase Sterling and Mr. Flynn by Matthew Englehart

Photo of Joseph Joseph courtesy of the
Mystery Readers

Photo of Mr. Flynn by Matthew Englehart
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Getting to know Miss Timko
By Jack Levy (2A) – Miss Timko is one of Holy Family’s 6th grade teachers. She taught Joe Kovacs (2016
Olympic Silver Medalist) when he was in kindergarten at Holy Family. Miss Timko was born in Bethlehem,
PA and has one brother and three sisters. Her favorite movie in the whole world is ”Sleepless in Seattle”
and the one TV show she never wants to miss is ”The Voice”. She really enjoys reading and her favorite
book is Little Women. Miss Timko’s favorite part about teaching is the children and her favorite subject to
teach is religion.
Taking pictures is one of Miss Timko’s favorite things to do, and her favorite vacation spot is Rome. I
wonder if she took a lot of pictures when she visited Rome.
Miss Timko’s favorite color that she uses a lot is green. Her favorite thing she ever did was climb to the
top of Saint Peter’s. She likes to eat at the Olive Garden and her favorite food she likes to eat is pizza, but
she doesn’t drink soda.
”Born to Run ” is her favorite song and her favorite singer is Bruce Springsteen. He’s my Dad’s favorite,
too.

Classroom in the
Middle of the Hall
By Victor Joseph (2A) - In 2A there is a lot more to reading and writing in our books. It
involves stories about the subject. In this case, the subject is Mrs. Liberatore.
Recently, Mrs. Libertore was interviewed by a student. During the interview, she
shared details about her job, personal life and hobbies.
Mrs. Liberatore started teaching at a university in New Jersey. Since then, she has
taught in five schools total. She says, “every student is special and has their own story
to tell.”
Mrs. Liberatore has three daughters and one son. Classroom 2A had a cool experience prior to Thanksgiving. Mrs.
Liberatore’s daughter, Danielle, visited the class and talked about where she lives; Thailand!
Mrs. Liberatore has three hobbies. Her first two hobbies are quilting and sewing. In the summer, she teaches a
summer camp to Holy Family students to learn how to make their own quilts. Her third hobby is reading. She was
reading a book called, “The Classroom at the End of the Hall” to the entire class. Because of the story, she would like
to rename the book, “The Classroom in the Middle of the Hall.” When not reading to the class, she enjoys reading on
her own.
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Congratulations Holy Family!
By Chase Sterling (6B) and Matthew Engleheart (6A); Photo By Sam Joseph (3A) - Holy Family has been in the
process of renewing their Middle States accreditation. This is a process that occurs every seven years and is very
important to schools. Mrs. Bruce was excited to announce Holy Family has achieved Middle States Accreditation.
What is accreditation? It is a way to confirm that a school and the programs they offer are providing the
students with the best quality education. To become accredited, a school must show that they are meeting all the
requirements set by the Middle States Association. It is a very strict set of guidelines and a school has a process that
they must go through. First they must apply, then they receive a visit, followed by an offer of Candidacy and a self –
study, which may take anywhere from nine months to two years! After these requirements are met, a peer review
team visit is required; it is a 3.5 day visit. When they are done, the Middle States Accreditation Team will determine
if accreditation is granted.
HFS also hosted a dinner in which the team was able to meet and interact with some of the teachers,
students, parents and staff from Holy Family. It was held in the gym.
If you are interested in learning more about accreditation you can visit : http://www.msa-cess.org.
We also interviewed Mrs. Bruce and asked her thoughts on the accreditation process.
Q: What was one of the most difficult things about the accreditation process?
Mrs. Bruce: One of the most difficult things about the re-accreditation process was thinking of ways to show
everyone how truly grateful I was for working so diligently on their respective sections of the study. I am still trying
to come up with ideas, so any great ideas are welcome and appreciated.
Q: What is the most important reason that our school needs to be accredited?
Mrs. Bruce: Accreditation through Middle States is important because it is a peer based evaluation, which
encourages schools to continue setting their academic program goals higher and higher. Through the reaccreditation process, school's like Holy Family capture the most up-to-date and innovative avenues to continue to
realize the curriculum goals set yearly, while keeping true to our Catholic Identity.
Q: What did you learn from the process?
Mrs. Bruce : Our entire staff learns so much each and every day. In a school, true learning happens among all of the
individuals each day. (cont’d)
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The greatest thing I learned, as the principal of the school, is just how blessed I am to be a part of the wonderful
community of learners at Holy Family School. Our well mannered, eager-to-learn students give our amazing faculty
and staff so many rewarding teaching moments. The parents and family members make our job so easy with all of
their generosity in giving of their time, talent, and treasure. Father Tobias and the staff at the Rectory, along with
the members of our parish give of themselves so generously in support of our school and all of the programs we
offer.
Q: Was the dinner a good chance to know the team better?
Mrs. Bruce: The dinner was a wonderful opportunity to "roll out the red carpet" for our visiting team. It also allowed
the team the opportunity to mingle with the families that represent our school community.
Q: Who was on the team that visited our school?
Mrs. Bruce: Our visiting team was made up of three wonderful ladies that volunteered their time to review our
report. Their names are Mrs. Mary Ann Kase, Team Chair, along with Mrs. Lindsay Hulin and Sister Ann Marie Gass,
both first grade teachers in Catholic schools in New Jersey.
Q: Are you glad it is over for 7 years?
Mrs. Bruce: I am anxious to get started on our plan to carry out the goals we have set for the next seven years. The
next evaluation will be so much easier because I have had the opportunity to learn the process with so many
teachers that are veterans to the process.
Mrs. Bruce also wanted to thank everyone involved in the process and stated she was grateful to have so many
wonderful people at Holy Family.

Welcome to Holy Family
An interview with new teachers Mr. George Dalessandro and Mr. Joseph McMaster

By Clare Duffy (6B) and Graceann Mattair (6A) - How much do you know about our new teachers Mr. Dalessandro
and Mr. McMaster at Holy Family? Are you curious to find out more? We were, so we decided to spend some time
with the newest additions to the HFS staff. The following is what we found out:
Q: Where did you get your education?
Mr. D: East Stroudsburg University 2011-2015
Mr. M: Felician Catholic University
Q What teams and clubs were you a part of in school?
Mr. D: S.A.D.D., pro life, football, baseball, wrestling, was president of Student Senate
Mr. M: football, baseball, honors society
Q: What made you want to teach?
Mr.D: likes to be around kids, his faith, used to Catholic school setting
Mr.M: feels technology is the future, likes to work with kids (cont’d)
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Q: Where were you born and raised?
Mr. D: Roseto, Allentown
Mr. M: Wayne, New Jersey
Q: What do you think the greatest challenge facing students is?
Mr.D: trying to figure things out on their own
Mr.M: bullying, trying to fit in
Q:What do you think the greatest challenge facing teachers is?
Mr.D: trying to figure out if other teachers are joking
Mr.M: trying to keep kids’ attention
Q: Who is your idol?
Mr.D: his dad
Mr.M: his mom
Also some interesting facts about them are:
● Mr. Dalessandro coaches baseball and football for Bangor
● Mr. McMaster once wanted to be an athlete or an actor
● Mr. Dalessandro like to go fishing in his free time
● Mr. McMaster likes to go hiking, golf, to travel
● Mr. Dalessandro was the first one in his family to graduate college
● Mr. McMaster’s proudest moments were graduating college, getting married, and buying
a house.
We also found it interesting that both teachers named a parent as a role model or idol.
Mr. Dalessandro’s father is an ironworker who wakes up early and gets home late every night. His father was the
one who told Mr. Dalessandro - who wanted to be an ironworker as well - to go to college.
Mr. McMaster’s mother was a nurse. His mother was amazingly healed of cancer through prayer. He says that his
mother is like super woman to him, because she raised three boys on her own and beat cancer.
In conclusion we are so happy to be gifted with these two amazing new teachers, and we were so happy to spend
some time with them.
Thank you Mr. Dalessandro and Mr.McMaster!

Photo of Mr. McMaster by Clare Duffy

Photo of Mr. Dallesandro with Joe Kovacs by Miss Timko

Teachers change the world, one child at a time.
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First Grade Gingerbread Houses
By Emily Dalton (1A) and Cynthia Favocci (1A) - On Friday, December 9, 2016, Mrs. Christ's First Grade class made
gingerbread houses. We made them in the Art Room. Many moms helped. Kids used icing and lots of candy. It was
super fun!
Editor’s Note: We think Mrs. Christ’s photos of that day totally support the girls’ story!

.
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All aboard the Polar Expressas a schedu

By Joseph Joseph (KA) All aboard!
Kindergarten continued
the beloved tradition at
HFS on December 16
and invited their
preschool friends to a
Polar Express Party! All
of the children were
able to wear their
Christmas pajamas to
school for this special
day.
First stop, the
cafeteria for cookies
and milk! The next stop
was the KA classroom
to watch the “Polar
Express“ movie.
What a fun day!

Abovee photo provided by Mrs. Bussman
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Helping Hands
Christmas Service Project

They are typically placed on the left, right, top or bottom of asily drag
them to any posjust click here and start typi

Photos of Helping Hand Club courtesy of Mrs. Joseph

By Lizzie Wikris (3A) – The
Helping Hands Club did a
Christmas service project by
doing crafts and decorating
cookies to bring Christmas cheer
to those who are in need and
those who will not be home for
the holidays.
Two of the children
participating were interviewed
about what they enjoyed. Both
said they enjoyed helping others
in need.
Every kid who participated in
the event got to eat one cookie.
They also threaded the tags of the
giving tree.
The kids really liked helping to
give back to the community we
live in.
The students wrote Christmas
cards for the Holy Family Service
Project. The service project was
held November 30, and the kids
really enjoyed it. The project was
a great learning experience for
the kids. They learned about
helping others in need, and that
we are very fortunate for all we
have.
The kids helped people in need,
and I hope they continue to do
that. This was a really great event.
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Mrs. Kocsis
The Fashion Star Teacher
By Sarah Hock (3A) – Mrs. Michele Kocsis has been teaching for 26 years. Her favorite subject to teach
is Math. In high school, Mrs. Kocsis decided that she wanted to be a teacher because she wanted to
help kids be the best they could be.
Mrs. Kocsis loves high heels, all heels! Her favorite high heels were her red heels, until Hope, her
dog, chewed them. Now her favorite high heels are leopard heels. Mrs. Kocsis wore her first high
heels when she was in high school, and now owns 50 pairs of high heels.
When Mrs. Kocsis was younger she played basketball and she twirled the rifle. She even played
football with the boys! Mrs. Kocsis’ best friend was Ameri Debelis. Mrs. Kocsis also had a dog named
Pepia, who was a Chihuahua. Now, Mrs. Kocsis has a German Shepherd named Hope. Hope loves
attention and whines a lot.
Mrs. Kocsis has one brother and one sister. Now in her spare time, Mrs. Kocsis likes to exercise,
paint and write poetry. In the winter, Mrs. Kocsis sits by the fire and writes about things. In the
summer, she likes to go to the beach.

Photos by Gina Favocci (3A)
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A conversation with
Mrs. Pammer
Spanish Teacher
By Vincent Phillip 2-A - Mrs.
Pammer’s favorite band is Chicago.
Her favorite and best learning
experience was getting married and
having kids. Her favorite books are
Chris Culver mysteries.

Go Chieftans!
By Sophia Hahn (6A) – Holy Family’s
basketball season has started; three
different teams for boys and girls.
The teams practice so hard during
the week, and the games are their
reward for all of their hard work in
practice.
Students will hear about the wins
and scores from our School Spirit
person, Mattew Englehart (6A).
I want to wish good luck to all of
the teams. May they have a great
basketball season of 2016-2017!
Editor’s note: For more information
on all that is offered by the CYO
Athletic Association year-round, visit
http://www.holyfamilyathletics.org/i
ndex.html

Selfie of Vincent Philip with Mrs.Pammer
taken by Vincent

Gracias, Mrs. Pammer!
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From the Editor’s Desk
We hope you enjoyed the HFS Newspaper Club’s First Edition of ”The Call of the Faith”, a title the students
themselves chose. This endeavor would not have been possible without the full support of Principal Mrs. Christine
Bruce, for which we are thankful, and the supervision of HFS parents Mrs. Heather Sterling and Mrs. Marjorie Joseph,
along with HFS Advancement Director Rita Hart. New students are always welcome to the Club (contact Mrs. Joseph
at mljoseph0613@yahoo.com if interested). Most importantly, this was a labor of love for our students, and those
they interviewed and photographed, so it is with heartfelt gratitude that we thank these budding journalists and
photojournalists, all members of the Newspaper Club (in alphabetical order):
Max Ambrosia (3A)
Emmalee Arvelo (4A)
Aidan Dalton (3A)
Emily Dalton (1A)
Clare Duffy (6B)
Jake Englehart (5A)
Matt Englehart (6A)
Cynthia Favocci (1A)
Gina Favocci (3A)
Eva Giordano (5A)
Sophia Hahn (6A)
Kathryn Hart (2A)
Sarah Hock (3A)
Joseph Joseph (KA)
Samuel Joseph (3A)
Victor Joseph (2A)
Jack Levy (2A)
Graceann Mattair (6A)
Molly Neidig (7B)
Vincent Philip (2A)
Chase Sterling (6B)
Brody Whitman (2A)
Elizabeth Wikris (3A)

