
   

  Page 1 of 9 

   
 

 

 

The Chieftain Chatter 
October Newsletter 

 

Holy Family School 
17 N. Convent Ave.  Nazareth, PA 18064 

www.holyfamilynazareth.com 610-759-5642 

 

Dear Holy Family Families, 

This is our monthly newsletter.  You will find information about 

classes, important dates, and other information.  The first edition 

was sent home hard copy.  Going forward, the monthly 

newsletter will be on the e-news and Mrs. Bruce’s website. 

 

Principal’s post—Mrs. Bruce 

Dear Holy Family Families,     

     October is a very busy month in Holy Family School. The beautiful month 

of October reminds us to honor our Blessed Mother by frequent recitation 

of the rosary. You are invited to come to church for the “Living Rosary” on 

Tuesday, Oct. 1st, beginning at 1:30.  This is a beautiful tribute to our Lady 

of the Rosary.  Students will pray the rosary together in church.  

    Picture day will be on Wednesday, October 9, 2019.  The students can 

wear either a nice outfit or school uniform.  Summer uniforms end on 

October 10.  October 11 is Fun Run.  Students may wear their Fun Run or 

gym shirts and gym shorts.  Winter uniforms are to be worn from October 15 

to April 15.  Please refer to the handbook for specifics.  

Please say a prayer for our 8th graders who get confirmed on October 16. 

Please do not forget about the upcoming events listed in the event 

section of the monthly newsletter. 

Thank you for your continued support of Catholic education and HFS. 

Blessings, 

Mrs. Bruce 

 

Upcoming Events 

October 1--Living Rosary—1:30 at 

church 

October 3                                 -

Students can wear fun run t-shirts 

with uniform bottoms 

-Blessing of the Animals—10:45 and 

11:15 

October 8 

Fire prevention assembly—PK-4 

   October 9 

   Picture Day 

 

October 11 

   Fun Run—Noon dismissal 

 

October 14—No Schooll 

 

October 15—first day of winter 

uniforms 

 

October 16 

Confirmation—4:30  

 

October 18—Sundaes with the 

principal 

 

October 19—Trunk or Treat 5:30 

 

October 21-22—Pumpkin Drop  

Off 

 

October 21—NJHS meeting after 

school 
 
 October 22—Dress down day 

 

October 23—Spirit wear 

day/Pumpkin Judging/8th grade ND 

visit 
 
October 24, 25—Noon dismissal P/T 

conferences 

 

    
 

   Announcements 

October 1—Living Rosary 1:45 

Church 

October 9—School pictures 
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Classroom Connections 
You can read about what the children are doing in the different classes each month. 

Preschool passage 

Preschool—Mrs. Fulmer, Mrs. Perez, Mrs. Fuller 

The preschoolers are enjoying their time in preschool.  They are having so much fun learning new things and making 

new friends, too.   

The three year olds are learning about the number 1, the color blue, and animals on the farm.  For Show-N-Tell, 

they brought in a favorite toy to show and share.  They also enjoyed their first Gym class!! 

The four year olds are enjoying Art, Library, and Gym class. They are especially enjoying Spanish, where they 

learned how to say "Hi."  "Hola!"  They are also learning about the letter A by bringing items that begin with that 

letter to show and share to the class.   

What a wonderful first month of preschool. 

Primary Focus—What’s going on in the primary grades 

Kindergarten—Mrs. Lipsky 

I hope everyone enjoyed their first couple weeks of kindergarten! We had a lot of fun learning 

the calendar, weather, math patterns and numbers, our colors and the many gifts God has given us! 

We created our classroom rules together and are all trying hard to remember them.  

We have already started learning our letters through “ABC boot camp.”  Each day we review 

the next letter in the alphabet.  Shortly thereafter, we will go back and dive further into each 

letter.  So far, we have learned A-H! Ask your child what sound each letter makes!   

         Every week in Kindergarten I will choose a social studies or science theme to concentrate 

on.  Many of our books and activities are built around these themes and integrated into reading and 

writing. Some of the upcoming themes are Families, Transportation, Apples, and Pumpkins!!  

First Grade—Mrs. Bussman 

First grade has been very busy this September! In Religion, we learned about the story of Creation. 

The students made wonderful displays of materials they found in nature and a picture of 

themselves for their Creation projects. We learned the alphabet in Sign Language this month and 
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we are starting to use it when we decode words in reading and spelling. Addition has been our 

main focus in math this month. We are currently working on doubles (2+2=4). For English, we are 

working on identifying nouns and action verbs. As you can see, we have been extremely busy! We 

have many more exciting things in store for us next month!                                                  

 

Second Grade—Mrs. Liberatore 

Second Grade will be riding the “Kindness Bus” this year! 

First Stop on the Kindness Bus: 

 The 10 Commandments 

Second Graders have learned that following the 10 Commandments is an easy journey that 

expresses our love for God and others. 

We are reading stories, reviewing phonics, and practicing comprehension through sequencing, 

comparing and contrasting events and characters, and completing Venn diagrams. 

We have studied complete and incomplete sentences, as well as subjects and predicates.  We 

are using these skills to write letters about fall to our classmates. 

In math, we are practicing our facts, using xtramath.org, and learning new math vocabulary.  We 

have really ‘wowed” our families with our knowledge of “Commutative Property of Addition”. 

In Social Studies we are finding our place on the map – from our home to our planet, Earth. 

Second graders are off to a great start!  We are looking forward to sharing many happy 

adventures together! 

Third Grade—Mrs. Kocsis 

Third grade is off to wild start! They are wild about learning.  We are working with rounding 

numbers, and place value.  We just learned about a court room, and about a Judge.  In religion 

we talk about our talents.  The children are doing a great job. 

Intermediate interpretations—What’s going on in the intermediate grades 

Fourth Grade—Mrs. Cummings 

Our students have been busy getting acclimated to life in grade 4. We are learning about God 

and how he reveals himself to us. In math we are working on Multiplication. Social Studies is all 

about landforms and we are creating our own continents. We’ve been reading about Dr. Martin 

Luther King’s childhood in Language Arts. 4th grade is a happy place 
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Fifth Grade—Mrs. Scheirer 

The fifth grade students are definitely back in the swing of school!  Their days are 

very busy and exciting.  They all seem to enjoy moving to different classes and 

having different teachers this year. 

In religion, the class is working on the importance of the seven Sacraments.  They 

are working cooperatively as they complete sacrament posters in small groups.  

We are also working on memorizing the Gloria. 

Both math groups are working on becoming experts with their math facts as they 

multiply two and three digit numbers and solve multi-step story problems.  They are 

also beginning to work on order of operations. 

The class continues to learn new vocabulary and critical comprehension skills as 

they read and discuss stories.  The children also enjoy completing daily journal 

writing activities. 

In science, the fifth graders are learning about the four spheres of the Earth.  We 

have discussed how all of these spheres are interconnected. They class will be 

working in small groups researching the spheres and then making posters based on 

their research. 

The children of 5A are definitely showing respect for others and individual 

responsibility as they continue to learn and grow together 

Middle School Messages—What’s going on in the middle 
School Grades 

Sixth Grade Mrs. Guarino – 6A 

The sixth grade students are learning about the parts of the atom.  They are excited about selecting 

the element of their choice and creating a 3D model.  They will be practicing their writing skills when 

they write a report about their element.   

In math, the sixth grade students are learning about the different strategies needed to solve word 

problems.  In reading, the students made a list of words that described their first impression of 

someone.  Then they described the way they currently feel about that person.  We discussed how 

our views can change over time. 
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Seventh Grade—Mrs. Heavilon 

Mrs. Heavilon (7A homeroom):  

We are off to a fabulous new school year.  The students are settling into the structure and routines 

of being back in school, and I am very happy to be with them each day!   

The students are learning how to use Google Classroom and anxiously await the arrival of our new 

Chromebooks. 6th and 7th grade will receive training before we begin using them in the classroom.  

7th grade Religion: In the month of September, we focused on who Jesus is to us and how we need to 

follow his example.  Next, we will learn more about Jesus’ culture, His early life, and His mission.  We will 

also be preparing for Confirmation.  The students will choose a Saint as their Confirmation name.  They will 

be creating a newsletter about their Saint in computer class.  In art class they will create a ‘miraculous 

medal’ of their Saint.  Finally, they will dress as their Saint on All Saints Day and present the Saint at Mass 

and in the Heavenly Hallway here at school. It’s an exciting time to be a 7th grader. 

6th and 7th grade Grammar: We began the year studying nouns.  We will now move onto verbs (the most 

important word in every sentence). We will continue to explore active voice.   

6th and 7th grade writing: 7th grade began the new school year writing a ballad about an Old Testament 
Bible story.  Our next writing will be an informative essay.  6th grade attended a writer’s workshop where 
they learned to use a graphic organizer to help structure their writing.  Their first formal writing assignment 
will be an informative essay from a prompt that uses their background knowledge.   

 

7th grade literature:  The students loved our first novel, The False Prince. We will be reading a few stories 

from our literature text in order to review more literary elements.  In October we will read an adaptation of 

The Headless Horseman, which is written as a drama. 

 

Eighth Grade—Miss DeNardo 

Eighth grade is moving along with their preparation for confirmation.  Mrs. Ely will be coming soon 

to review the answers to the Bishop’s questions.  Their confirmation games are due on October 3rd.  

I am looking forward to seeing them. They will have time to try them out in class. 

In science we have studied about atoms and now the students will be making a three dimensional 

model of an atom of one of the elements in either row two or three of the periodic table.  We just 

finished an activity on measuring the density of solid cubes and guessing the densities of mystery 

liquids. The student tested their hypotheses by pouring the liquids into a graduated cylinder. Paper 

chromatography was used to show how the parts of a liquid mixture can be separated. 

Both math groups have been doing well with their classes.  The algebra group has solved 

hundreds of equations and then used that skill for problem solving using let statements and charts.  

The pre-algebra group has mastered scientific notation, perfect squares and square roots, and 
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recognizing rational and irrational numbers. They will used their 

knowledge of perfect squares to simplify the square root of an 

irrational number. 

In seventh grade science we reviewed the steps of the scientific 

method.  The students made some measurements using SI units.  

They measured their heights using meter sticks, used a graduated 

cylinder to measure 25 ml of water, used a balance to measure 

the mass of that water in a cup, and then found the temperature 

of the water in 0C.  They also learned the process of displacement 

which can be used to find the volume of an irregularly shaped 

object. Right now we are studying about the characteristics of 

living things and how they are classified.  

Students from grades 4-8 elected their class representatives on 

September 19th.  The first meeting will of the new student council 

will be on October 1st. 

 

Extra Special 

This section highlights the teachers who teach 

Special subjects, or do not have homerooms. 

Social Studies Grades 5-8—Mrs. Zeller 

Students in grades 5-8 are beginning to discuss Current Events in 

Social Studies classes.  Sixth-grade students read an article about 

the water crisis in Flint, Michigan.  Kids there STILL do not have 

clean water, 5 years after the crisis began.  Students in 8th grade 

analyzed articles on Hurricane Dorian, sports such as basketball 

and hockey, and the possibility of astronauts using a 3D bio-printer 

in space.  Students in 5th grade debated whether or not artifacts 

from the Titanic wreckage should be removed.  Students in 7th 

grade are exploring world events.  Soon, they will start researching 

events in all different areas of the world as we study them in class.                                                                                                                                             

Art—Miss Soltysiak                                          

In October first grade is focusing on learning about warm and cool 

colors. We will talk about why the six main colors are separated 

that way, as well as how we can remember which color belongs 

 

 

October Fun Facts 

Did you know? 

--October is the only 

month where the 4 

major sports 

organizations-- NBA, 

NHL, NFL, and MLB all 

play games in their 

respective sports? 

--On October 1, 1880, 

the first electric lamp 

company was opened 

by Thomas Edison.  

--In the 19th century, 

the month of October 

was dedicated to the 

Rosary in Roman 

Catholic countries 

--There were more 

presidents born in 

October than any 

other month—6 to be 

exact. 
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to which group. As a class we will discuss images that come to mind when we think about warm 

colors or cool colors and use those images to create a work of art.                                                                                                                                                                        

Music—Miss Miller 

Music class is busy and moving along.  We have been busy getting to know each other and with various 

music activities.  All classes have been doing rhythm activities with a focus on steady beat, the quarter 

note/rest and barred eighth notes.  The kids have been having fun creating and matching rhythm patterns 

with the natural rhythm of words by using the names of candy.  K-1 have been practicing steady beat and 

echoing simple chants, songs and rhythm patterns.  Grades 2-4 have been creating candy rhythm 

compositions and 5-8 have just begun rhythm cup activities and passing games.  All students have been 

actively involved and we look forward to the next month.  It has been a pleasure getting to know your 

children in this first month of school 

English 5 & 8/Spanish PreK-8—Mrs. Vosseller 

Spanish: Grade 4-8: Students are discovering different ways to answer the question, “¿Cómo 

esta?”  They are understanding the difference between informal and formal Spanish. Third graders 

are learning how to use the Spanish-English dictionary to help them navigate worksheets and 

activities.  K-2nd grade students are exploring primary colors.      

8th Grade Literature students are half way on their voyage with Capt. Silver and Jim by analyzing 

the novel Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson.  They are learning how to close read fiction 

passages.   

5th Grade English students attended a writing workshop to help them compose a 5-paragraph 

essay.  Now, students will receive hands on instruction on how to write a good introductory 

paragraph.   

8th Grade English students are using Chromebook to write their first 5-paragraph essay.  The 

Chromebook provide students the opportunity to do research and collect facts for their essays. 

   

Library Media/Computer—Mr. McMaster                

We are continuing to improve the library media center which just received 5 brand new 

computers! Students remain very excited about the 3D printer and I have already created over 20 

prints for them to take home. Coding Club is halfway over but it is going well and 4th-8th graders 

are already counting the days until STEM club starts in November. Next up, one to one 

Chromebooks for the 7th Graders!             
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Physical Education/Health—Mrs. Wade 

For the month of September, the children have been 

learning about bullying in health class. We discussed what it looks 

like, sounds like, how it can happen to them or people they know. 

In addition to learning about different types of bullying, we also 

discussed how to prevent it or stop it from happening altogether; 

from different cool down strategies to who to talk to if it occurs.   

In Physical Education class, the older students have been 

playing different cooperate learning games and games that make 

them think about strategy. The younger students have been 

playing cooperative learning games, tag games, and other 

games that allow me to see how developed they are in their 

locomotor and non-locomotor skills.   

Next month, the students will be talking about safety and 

fire prevention in health class. In Physical Education class, we will 

play games that increase their abilities to throw and catch.  

Nurse’s nook 

October Health News 

10 Steps to Your Healthiest School Year Ever! 

1.       Start off strong with a healthy breakfast.  A good breakfast 

provides energy and will help keep you alert and attentive in 

class.  Highly sugared foods leave you feeling tired soon after 

eating. 

Remember:  Your school performance is directly related to what you 

eat!  

2.       Drink plenty of water.  Water is the best fluid to stay 

hydrated without the added sugar found in some juice and soft 

drinks.   Also, remember to drink the recommended amount of 

reduced-fat milk or milk alternative.  

3.       Don’t forget to wash your hands often.  Keep hands away 

from your face, mouth, and nose where germs can enter your body.  

4.       Boost your immune system.  Get plenty of sleep, talk to your 

doctor about taking a multiple vitamin, and eat colorful fruits and 

vegetables every day.  Think variety and rainbow colors!  

5.       Eat a nutritious and yummy lunch.  Choose foods from all 

the food groups.  Different food groups supply our bodies with 

energy to think, move, and grow.  

 

 

If you need to reach Mrs. 

Banghart, the school nurse, 

she can be reached 2 

different ways: 

By phone: 

610-759-5642 and follow the 

prompts, 

By email: 

hfsnurse@holyfamily-

edu.org. 

 

Did you know? 

Nurses are consistently 

named one of the most 

trusting professions 

 

 

mailto:hfsnurse@holyfamily-edu.org
mailto:hfsnurse@holyfamily-edu.org
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6.       Cut back on sugar and salty snacks.  Limit sodas, sport drinks, candy, chips, and ice cream – 

they add on extra calories, can harm your teeth, and leave you feeling tired and weak.  

7.       Enhance your brain performance.  Exercise, play memory games, do crossword puzzles, and 

eat brain foods like berries, cold water fish, and nuts.  Just say “NO” to fast food and enjoy a home 

cooked meal together at least four nights a week. 

8.       Get at least 30 minutes of exercise every day – at recess and at home.  Go for a daily walk with 

a friend, a parent, or your pet.  Exercise helps our bodies to be strong, flexible, and resilient. 

9.       Do your homework every day after school.  It’s so important to be prepared! 

    10.   Turn off the TV and video games at least one hour prior to bedtime. Take time to relax, take 

a bath or shower, brush your teeth, and pack up for the morning – and get to bed by 8:30pm! 

 


